[The contribution of Latin America to the knowledge of the human genome].
In order to determine the contribution made by Latin American geneticists to the knowledge of the human genome, all the entries in the 10th edition (1992) of the McKusick catalogue, Mendelian Inheritance in Man, were examined and the geneticists who were known to the authors or who had surnames common in Latin America were selected. Counting only the first set of authors, 228 citations of 93 geneticists were identified, 47 of which concerned mendelian characters described only in the Region. Through a review of additional literature, 10 genetic entities described by Latin Americans, but not included in the catalogue, were found. The importance of studying the genetic features specific to the Region is emphasized as it may serve as an anchor for positional or functional genetic mapping, especially of indigenous populations.